
Burgettstown Borough 
1509 Main Street * Burgettstown, PA 15021 

724-947-2011 phones 724-947-0727 fax 

     Minutes December 3, 2018 

Attending: Council Members: Ken McKinney  
     Sean McLaughlin  
      Janet Castellino  
     Robert Green (absent) 
     Susan Reynolds 
  Mayor:  Mary Ann Reedy  
  Solicitor:  Lane Turturice  
  Treasurer:   Debbie Resnik   
  Secretary:  Debbie Resnik      
         

Visitor  Annie Hull  Debbie Guiddy 
  James McGee  James Guiddy 
  Jerry McClain Tom Repole 
  Phillip Esno  Mary Oddi  
    

  

Meeting called to order – Pledge of Allegiance called to order by Ken McKinney 
Visitors: Public comment regarding the Agenda refer to Resolution 001-2017 

Roll Call: Absentee-Robert Green 

Resignation Letter- Robert Green 
Janet Castellino made the motion to accept Robert Green’s resignation letter dated  
December 29, 2018 
Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

Lane Turturice explained vacancy procedures  
 a.  If a council member did not submit any letter to the Borough this would 
      enter into another section of the Borough Code 
 b.  Robert Green did resign with a letter of resignation, so the council has up to  
      30 days to fill the vacancy seat as of December 3rd.   
 c.  If the vacancy is not filled, then this seat is turned over to the Vacancy Board  
     who then has 15 days to choose a replacement  
  a.  Vacancy Board consists of vacancy board, council and Mayor is  
        included as well 



 d. This becomes a 45-day process, but council can appoint someone tonight 

Susan Reynolds asked for clarification “are you saying council has to wait 30 days or can 
the council appoint someone tonight” 
Lane Turturice replied, “no the council has complete control of who fills the vacancy as  
long as it is completed within 30 days” 
Phillip Esno stated, “last year in January I received a call from Robert Green asking if 
I would serve as an interim if someone would happen to resign and I agreed to serve. 
The Jan. Minutes 2018 states the board agreed to appoint Mr. Esno and none opposed. 
My assumption was if someone resigned, I would be expected to be here to serve in that 
position.  Then why, as you are our solicitor, tell them that was out of order?”  
Lane Turturice “it was not out of order, it was in order” 
Lane Turturice replied, “you were appointed as the vacancy board.  That is when a 
vacancy occurs the remaining board becomes dead locked and can not agree on who 
should become a replacement.  So, in that case after the 30 days you would chair that 
meeting and after the 15 days you would get a majority to appoint a replacement” 
Phillip Esno, “then let it be known to the board there is a vacancy, and anyone can apply 
or write a letter of interest to hold the vacancy seat” 
Lane Turturice, “they can do it that way if they elect to do that” 
Phillip Esno “then does the board have to wait until next month?” 
Debbie Guiddy questioned “then can the council nominate Phillip Esno tonight with a 
motion being made?” 
Lane, “yes, no one has ever asked me on the board if this can be handled this way” 
Phillip Esno stated, “with that in mind, my point of view then is the board should not be 
put publicly in a position whether to seat me or not” 
Lane replied, “technically, this is not an executive session matter” 

Susan Reynolds made the motion to accept Phillip Esno to hold Robert Green’s vacancy 
seat until the next primary election 
Second by-Janet Castellino 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

  
                           
 1.           Review Minutes- 

Motion made by Susan Reynolds to approve the November 3, 2018 Minutes  
 Second by – Sean McLaughlin 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

2. Persons to be heard –  
 Andrew Miller -Cancelled  

3. Treasurer Report- 



 Resnik read unpaid bills 
 Susan Reynolds questioned the M. Ragan bill for $500.00 lighting to Mr.  
 McKinney 

Susan Reynolds questioned, “who approved this invoice because Robert Green 
was contacted and was not aware of this purchase and did you approve this 
Sean?” 
Sean “no I did not know anything about it” 
Susan replied, “this is $500.00 over the allotted budget and you of all people 
should know the rules” 

 Ken McKinney replied, “want me to bring up the lids for trash cans that were not  
 approved” 
 Susan, “no council gave three approvals for those purchases” 

Susan Reynolds reviewed the purchase order procedures from past minute and 
replied, “this is not how the procedure is done.  No one approved this invoice you 
did not have three votes for this purchase.  In the future, you need to contact the 
council on this.” 

 Lane gave the explanation on the bidding procedures.  Council should not be  
 spending money unless it is brought back to council to vote on. 

Lane Turturice swore in Phillip Esno to uphold the duties of Burgettstown 
Borough. 

Sean McLaughlin would like to express his concerns of all the emails the board 
disagreeing upon issues 
 a.  painting of the building 

  b.  McDonald Police call outs when bad weather occurs 
  
 Phillip Esno stated, “we are on the financials and I understand Sean’s concerns, 
 but council needs to discuss this later in the Council Remarks.” 

Phillip Esno questioned, “in times of an expenditure, you must get three 
approvals.  Council can get these approvals in a public meeting when the 
appropriate person brings the expenditure up in front of the board.” 

 Tom Repole detailed the past meeting with the Purchase Order limitations 
 with hand cuffing the Street Department expenditures. 
  
 Janet Castellino and Susan Reynolds both agreed council needs to follow the 
 rules 
 Janet Castellino agrees council needs to move forward and follow the Agenda 
 Susan Reynolds approved the $500.00 bill, but asked Mr. McKinney to follow  
 the proper procedures    
    



 Janet Castellino made the motion to pay the unpaid bills 
 Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

 Susan Reynolds made the Motion to Pass the 2019 Budget  
Susan Reynolds made the Motion to Pass and Advertise the 2019 Meeting 
Schedule  

 Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

3. Treasurer Report Continued- 
Janet Castellino made the motion to remove Robert Green from all Borough   

 financial accounts with Washington Financial Bank and adding Susan Reynolds 
 will be added as a check signer. 

  Sean McLaughlin made the motion for the Record signature signers as follows: 
 Janet Castellino 
 Sean McLaughlin 
 Deborah Resnik 
 Kenneth McKinney 
 Susan Reynolds 
 Second by-Susan Reynolds 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 
  
4. Solicitor’s Report-  
 Susan Reynolds made the Motion to accept the Animal Ordinance Amended 

 Ordinance 
Second by-Janet Castellino 
Mayor questioned, “are the people involved with the cat colonies aware of the 
Ordinance” 
Resnik “yes, individuals came to previous meetings” 
clarification of Ordinance” 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

Council discussed and reviewed the Alcohol Ordinance  
 a.   law will be enforced by Police Department 
Council dropped discussion and did not pass  

Council all agreed to posted signs stating no alcohol permitted at the park  
Council all agreed adding this to the park rental forms   
  



5. Mayor Report- 
 One Call System  
  a.  ready to run test 
  b.  will post on website and post on the sign at Stottlemeyer Park 
  c.  would like to meet on Saturday with a volunteer to make sure we can  
       can get into the system and get the test message out to a sample  
       population.  Tom Repole will meet with the Mayor. 

 d.  Mayor would like to see if the messages are reaching out to the deaf  
                  residents as well.  

   
6. New Business- 
 a.  Public Works –  
 Ken McKinney stated Robert Green handed over bids for a new backhoe 
 Received bids for new garage doors 
 Susan Reynolds stated she did not see any garage door bids in packet 
 Ken McKinney stated, “Bob and myself was working on this project”  

Ken McKinney read bids 
Two Bids: 
 1.  JCB compact 74 horsepower $67,800.00 (12 months deferred billing) 
 2.  John Deere $98,870.00   

Mayor asked if the backhoe was serviced to see if the problem could be fixed 
Ken “yes” 
Susan Reynolds discussed other opinions: 
 a.  feels $67,000 is not feasible spending on a piece of equipment that is  
      not used daily for projects 
 b.  can we lease or rent? 
Ken replied, “it would be throwing good money to bad” 
 c.  can we purchase a skid loader? 
Ken replied, “how can you dig with a skid loader?” 
Jerry McClain, “dig what?” “you contracted all the jobs in the past”  
Mayor, “did you get any estimates to fix what is broken?” 
Ken McKinney, “the machine is 20 years old” 
 d.  could we purchase used? 
Ken McKinney, “if we do, we will not get a warranty with the equipment 
purchase.” 
Debbie Guiddy, “are there any grants available?” 
Ken McKinney “no, not on short notice” 
Debbie Guiddy, “why is it an immediate need to spend $67,000.00?” 
Sean McLaughlin, “to load salt for the streets” 



Debbie Guiddy, “can we contract someone out if this should occur?” 
Tom Repole stated most contractors buy used or from a lease  
Sean McLaughlin stated, “we know the backhoe is broken, and now it is 
approaching Winter. “I don’t care if it is used or new” 
Tom Repole suggests contacting local dealers to see what they have to offer 
instead of using $67,000 taxpayers’ dollars for a new backhoe.  
Lane Turturice stated, “if the borough is considering used, then the borough will 
have to bid this out as it will not fall under Costars.” 
Debbie Hull suggests that we bid this out until the borough can settle this 
discussion 
Sean McLaughlin stated, “we did do that, but it become an email issue also” 
Janet Castellino, “you did not give all contractors an opportunity to place a bid” 
Sean McLaughlin, “the only one that was missed was Guiddo Contracting” 
Council disagreed on things being handled outside the meetings 
 a.  meeting scheduled 
 b.  hiring street employee 

Phil Esno questioned how this $67,000.00 spending of a new backhoe will impact 
the 2019 budget 
Ken McKinney replied, “it should not, a new truck was budgeted”  

a.  Public Works Continued-  
Phil Esno asked Lane what would prevent the borough getting solicitations from 
local contractors to be hired out for emergency situations to load our trucks on an 
as needed contracted basis? 
Lane replied, “it can be done, but it has to be done in a public meeting. Usually, if 
it is done by developing an RFP for the services are you looking for and 
advertising” 
Ken McKinney had concerns with loading salt for the school district  
Tom Repole questioned Ken McKinney, “who is going to use this backhoe for 
digging if needed?” 
Ken McKinney said that the street foreman is certified to operate 
Tome Repole does not agree in buying a new backhoe for the borough needs  
Janet Castellino replied, “we can bid out for a used backhoe and bring it back to  
next month’s meeting, but in the meantime the borough needs to set up a backup 
plan if we need emergency services” 

Council all agrees to put out an RFP (request for proposal) and bring to next 
month’s meeting 
Tom Repole will put together an RFP and have it ready for advertisement  



Sean McLaughlin made the motion to have council set forth an RFP for a used 
backhoe  
Second by-Susan Reynolds 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed  

Council agreed an emergency plan needs to be put in place for an emergency 
backhoe service if needed 

Ken McKinney discussed with council bids for a new garage door replacement 
and two new installations bids 
Phil Esno questioned, “did you put out bids for these proposals?” 
Ken McKinney, “no, Bob Green and I contacted them” 

 a.  Doors Incorporated $ 20,500.00 
 b.  Wise Door $10,700.00 
 c.   C & R $7,130.00 installation only excluding frame  

Sean McLaughlin stated his opinion on the importance of pulling out equipment 
and having separate bays 
Phil Esno reviewed bid and felt Wise Doors is a reasonable bid  
Janet Castellino felt that the council does not need to table and move forward and 
accept Wise Garage Doors bid 
Resnik stated $30,000 was put into 2019 budget for Building Repairs and 
Maintenance 

6. New Business Continued- 
Janet Castellino made the motion to accept Wise Garage Doors for installation 
and replacement of garage doors for $10,700.00 
Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

Council and Chief McClain discussed Public Safety for call outs 
Council all agreed that call out procedures stay in place as they are for 
precautionary purposes  
Ken McKinney is concerned if the street department is called out it is 4 hours  
overtime. 
Phil Esno questioned, “is this a policy or factual”  
Ken McKinney “policy” 

b.  Park and Recreation – Janet Castellino  
Smith Township resident had mulch issues when the (DEP) previously tested the 
mulch 



 Castellino is handling and checking out 
 Alcohol non-permitting signs will be ordered for the park 
  

c.  McDonald Police Department-Sean McLaughlin  
Chief Alhborn investigated the Stop sign for Main Street and Main Street 
extension and is permitted to be erected at the intersection  

   
  

d.  Fire Department – Susan Reynolds 
Thanked Fire Department for putting up the Christmas tree 
 Jerry McClain spoke on wire replacement and timers for Christmas lighting 
needs replaced  
 Breakfast with Santa December 22nd information forthcoming 
9 call outs  

7 Old Business- 
 Phil Esno inquired if council acted on a previous discussion about cameras for  
 the town  
 Sean McLaughlin addressed that the Chief of Police questioned if council  was 

permitting Jason Ortitay holding a space in the borough in police station or 
Council Chambers 

 Jason Ortitay’s office approached McDonald  
 Susan Reynolds stated, “we need to discuss this. I never heard about this” 
 Susan, “are we charging them?” 
 Ken McKinney replied, “this is a contract and needs discussion” 
 Sean McLaughlin, “then I will need to get ahold of Chief and tell him to 

hold off getting back to them” 

Susan questioned Ken if he was looking into help from ADP for a new updated  
Employee Policy Handbook 
Susan questioned Ken if council was moving forward in looking into a Code 
Enforcement firm 
Lane suggests having an RFP in hand before they advertise but council can still 
make motion to advertise for the position 

Susan Reynolds made the Motion to Advertise for a Code Enforcement Firm  
Second by-Phil Esno 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

Tom Repole will come down and help put together an RFP for Code Enforcement 
position for min hours on an as needed basis 



Motion was made by Phil Esno to accept the Reynolds Bros for Snow and/ or 
equipment services for a third-party contracting service @ $115.00 per hour, 2-
hour min. 

 Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 
  

Susan Reynolds made the Motion to accept Phil Esno for liaison for the Street 
Department and third-party contracting call outs 

 Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
 Motion passed by Council-None Opposed  
  
 Annie Hull would like the council to be aware that the mining water on  
 Shady Avenue is beginning to become a problem again 
 Annie Hull would like council to contact the DEP for them to come out  
 and revisit before this becomes a issue all over again. 
 Resnik will contact the DEP 

 Phil Esno would like to sit with the Chief of Police and review the trucks  
 speeding on Main Street  
  
8. Council Remarks- 

None 
   

10.   Meeting Adjourned- 8:46 PM Council went into Executive Session 
Litigation, Real Estate and Personnel 

Meeting Adjourned back into session @ 9:33PM  
Janet Castellino made the motion to adjourn the meeting 
Second by-Sean McLaughlin 
Motion passed by Council-None Opposed 

  



  
  

   

  
       

  

        

  
     

   

             





    


